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Classroom Connections

1. Science: How does Dwayne decode the secret messages in Thigpen products?

2. History: What explanation does Emily give for why schools have bells? What does this say about the foundations of the educational system? 

3. Social Studies: What is a “robber baron”? Why does the high school change its mascot to that after Howard Thigpen builds the football field? 

4. Science: Why can’t Kevin, Dwayne, and Emily listen to the messages encoded on potato chips more than once?

5. Social Studies: What effect does stealing the lights have on the workers, and why does Howard Thigpen want the lights?

6. Social Studies: Howard Thigpen claims money can buy you anything. Can it really? Think of the incident with the principal and how the principal reacts against him. 

History/Social Studies Activity

Divide the class into groups and have each class research famous robber barons and other extremely wealthy industrialist personalities. The people they research can be from the industrial age (such as Andrew Carnegie) or they can be contemporary (such as Donald Trump). Have them present facts about their assigned topics and give a brief comparison and contrast between real-life personalities and the fictional character of Howard Thigpen. 

Discussion Questions

Divide the class into groups and have each group present an answer to one of the following questions. 

1. What does Dwayne’s grandfather do for a living? Why is he always fighting with Shimerman? Do Dwayne’s grandfather and Shimerman have more in common than meets the eye?

2. What do Dwayne, Kevin and Emily first notice about Howard Thigpen’s factories? Are his factories entirely different from other factories? Is his corporation different from other large corporations? 

3. Why do the other students begin to talk and spread rumors about Dwayne, Kevin, and Emily? 

4. Why does Principal McNutt suspend the children? Does he really believe they deserve to be punished, or does he have other reasons? 

5. What are the sparks that Howard Thigpen is referring to? Do the sparks represent something about people that he fundamentally lacks? When he takes the sparks from other people, what is he really taking from them? What is the “rhinestone effect”? 

6. How do the people get their sparks back? Why do the sparks transfer from the kids back to the workers, but not to Howard Thigpen? 

Weblinks

Kid's Reads

http://www.kidsreads.com/reviews/0060736917.asp
Review of Grooves: A Kind of Mystery for young readers. 

BookHive Discussion Questions
http://www.bookhive.org/activities/questions/questions.asp?id=2148
A list of discussion questions about Grooves: A Kind of Mystery for young readers. 

HarperCollins Website
http://www.harpercollinschildrens.com/HarperChildrens/Teachers/AuthorsAndIllustrators/ContributorDetail.aspx?CId=28056
Author biography from the official HarperCollins website. 

ALAN Review
http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa4063/is_200607/ai_n16705159/pg_1
This is a link to the ALAN Review (Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of the National Council of Teachers of English) of Grooves: a New Kind of Mystery. 
